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Item 5.  Other Events.
         ------------

         Attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1 is the press release issued by the
Registrant on November 7, 2001 announcing its intention to offer debt
securities. In addition, attached hereto as Exhibit 99.2 is the press release
issued by the Registrant on October 24, 2001 announcing financial results for
the third fiscal quarter ended September 30, 2001. The form of underwriting
agreement to be used in connection with the Registrant's proposed offering of
debt securities is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.3.

Item 7.  Financial Statements and Exhibits.
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         ---------------------------------

(c)      Exhibits:
         --------

         The exhibits accompanying this report are listed in the accompanying
Exhibit Index.
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                                   SIGNATURES

       Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                                              R. R. DONNELLEY & SONS COMPANY

                                              By: /s/ Monica M. Fohrman
                                                  -------------------------
                                                  Monica M. Fohrman
                                                  Senior Vice President, General
                                                  Counsel and Corporate
                                                  Secretary

Date:  November 7, 2001
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                                  EXHIBIT INDEX

         The following exhibits are filed herewith as noted below.

Exhibit No.       Description
-----------       -----------

  99.1            Press release of R. R. Donnelley & Sons Company issued
                  November 7, 2001.

  99.2            Press release of R. R. Donnelley & Sons Company issued
                  October 24, 2001.

         The following exhibit is filed herewith and is an exhibit to the
Registrant's Registration Statement on Form S-3, Registration No. 33-57807, as
noted below.

                Registration No. 33-57807
Exhibit No.     Exhibit No.                    Description
----------      -----------                    -----------

  99.3          1.1.1                          Form of Underwriting Agreement.
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