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UNITED RENTALS, INC.

Five Greenwich Office Park

Greenwich, Connecticut 06831

May 7, 2012

Dear Fellow Stockholders:

You are cordially invited to attend this year�s annual meeting of stockholders, which will be held on Friday, June 8, 2012, at the Hyatt Regency
Greenwich, 1800 East Putnam Avenue, Old Greenwich, Connecticut. The meeting will start at 9:00 a.m., Eastern time.

Enclosed you will find a notice setting forth the business expected to come before the meeting, the proxy statement, a proxy card and a copy of
our annual report to stockholders for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2011.

Your vote is important. Whether or not you intend to be present at the meeting, it is important that your shares be represented. Voting
instructions are provided on your proxy card and in the accompanying proxy statement. We encourage you to submit your proxy and vote via the
Internet, by telephone or by mail.

Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

JENNE K. BRITELL MICHAEL J. KNEELAND
Chairman Chief Executive Officer
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UNITED RENTALS, INC.

Five Greenwich Office Park

Greenwich, Connecticut 06831

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS

TO OUR STOCKHOLDERS:

The annual meeting of stockholders of United Rentals, Inc. will be held at the Hyatt Regency Greenwich, 1800 East Putnam Avenue, Old
Greenwich, Connecticut, on Friday, June 8, 2012, at 9:00 a.m., Eastern time, for the following purposes:

1. To elect the 13 directors nominated and recommended by the Board of Directors, as named in the accompanying proxy statement;

2. To approve an amendment to our Amended and Restated 2010 Long Term Incentive Plan;

3. To ratify the appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm for the fiscal year ending
December 31, 2012;

4. To approve our executive compensation on an advisory basis;

5. To consider a stockholder proposal, if properly presented at the meeting; and

6. To transact such other business, if any, properly brought before the meeting.
The meeting may be adjourned or postponed from time to time. At any reconvened or rescheduled meeting, action with respect to the matters
specified in this notice may be taken without further notice to stockholders, except as may be required by our by-laws. Stockholders of record at
the close of business on May 2, 2012 are entitled to notice of, and to vote on, all matters at the meeting and any reconvened or rescheduled
meeting following any adjournment or postponement.

May 7, 2012

By Order of the Board of Directors,
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JONATHAN M. GOTTSEGEN

Corporate Secretary

Important Notice Regarding the Availability of Proxy Materials for the Annual Meeting of Stockholders to be held on Friday, June 8,
2012. The Notice of and Proxy Statement for the 2012 Annual Meeting of Stockholders and the Company�s 2011 Annual Report to
Stockholders are available electronically at http://www.ur.com/index.php/investor/.
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UNITED RENTALS, INC.

Five Greenwich Office Park

Greenwich, Connecticut 06831

May 7, 2012

PROXY STATEMENT

ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS

We are providing this proxy statement in connection with the solicitation by the Board of Directors (the �Board�) of United Rentals, Inc. (the
�Company�) of proxies to be voted at our 2012 annual meeting of stockholders to be held at the Hyatt Regency Greenwich, 1800 East Putnam
Avenue, Old Greenwich, Connecticut, on Friday, June 8, 2012, at 9:00 a.m., Eastern time, and at any reconvened or rescheduled meeting
following any adjournment or postponement. This proxy statement and the accompanying form of proxy card, together with our 2011 annual
report to stockholders, are first being mailed to stockholders on or about May 7, 2012.

This proxy statement contains important information for you to consider when deciding how to vote. Please read this information carefully.

Record Date

The record date for determining stockholders entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the annual meeting (and at any reconvened or rescheduled
meeting following any adjournment or postponement) has been established as the close of business on May 2, 2012.

Voting Securities Outstanding on Record Date

As of the record date, there were 93,735,146 shares of our common stock outstanding and entitled to vote. From May 29 to June 7, 2012, a list of
the stockholders entitled to vote at the annual meeting will be available for inspection during ordinary business hours at our principal executive
offices located at Five Greenwich Office Park, Greenwich, Connecticut. The list will also be available at the annual meeting.

Right to Vote

With respect to each matter properly brought before the annual meeting, each holder of our common stock as of the record date will be entitled
to one vote for each share held on the record date.

Voting

Voting Before the Annual Meeting

If you are a stockholder of record, meaning that you hold your shares in certificate form or through an account with our transfer agent, American
Stock Transfer & Trust Company, you have three options to vote before the annual meeting:

� VIA THE INTERNET�Visit the website http://www.voteproxy.com and follow the on-screen instructions. Have your proxy card
available when you access the web page and use the Company Number and Account Number shown on your proxy card. The
submission of your proxy via the Internet is available 24 hours a day. To be valid, a submission via the Internet must be received by
11:59 p.m., Eastern time, on Thursday, June 7, 2012.

� BY TELEPHONE�Call 1-800-PROXIES (1-800-776-9437) in the United States or 1-718-921-8500 in foreign countries from any
touch-tone telephone and follow the instructions. Have your proxy card available when you call and use the Company Number and
Account Number shown
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on your proxy card. The submission of your proxy by telephone is available 24 hours a day. To be valid, a submission by telephone
must be received by 11:59 p.m., Eastern time, on Thursday, June 7, 2012.

� BY MAIL�Sign, date and return your completed proxy card by mail. To be valid, a submission by mail must be received by 5:00 p.m.,
Eastern time, on Thursday, June 7, 2012.

If you indicate a choice with respect to any matter to be acted upon when voting via the Internet (or by telephone or on your returned proxy card)
and you do not validly revoke it, your shares will be voted in accordance with your instructions. If you do not vote via the Internet or by
telephone, or sign, date and return a proxy card, you must attend the annual meeting in person in order to vote.

If you hold your shares in �street name� through an account with a bank or broker, you will receive voting instructions from your bank or broker.

Voting at the Annual Meeting

If you are a stockholder of record, you may vote your shares at the annual meeting if you attend in person. If you intend to vote your shares at
the annual meeting, you will need to bring valid picture identification with you. We will confirm that you were a stockholder of record on the
record date and will provide you with a blank proxy card, which will serve as a ballot on which to record your vote.

If you hold your shares in �street name,� you must obtain a legal proxy from your bank or broker in order to vote at the annual meeting. A legal
proxy is an authorization from your bank or broker to vote the shares it holds in its name. In addition to a legal proxy, you will need to bring
with you valid picture identification and a recent account statement from your bank or broker, confirming your holdings on the record date.
Based on these documents, we will confirm that you have proper authority to vote and will provide you with a blank proxy card to serve as a
ballot.

Even if you plan to attend the annual meeting, we encourage you to vote your shares before the meeting via the Internet, by telephone or by
mail.

Directions to the annual meeting are available by calling the Hyatt Regency Greenwich at 1-203-637-1234 or visiting its website at
http://greenwich.hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels/services/maps/index.jsp.

Failure to Provide Specific Voting Instructions

If you are a stockholder of record and you properly sign, date and return a proxy card, but do not indicate how you wish to vote with respect to a
particular nominee or proposal, then your shares will be voted:

� FOR the election of all 13 nominees for director named in �Proposal 1�Election of Directors�;

� FOR �Proposal 2�Approval of Amendment to Amended and Restated 2010 Long Term Incentive Plan�;

� FOR �Proposal 3�Ratification of Appointment of Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm�;

� FOR �Proposal 4�Advisory Approval of the Company�s Executive Compensation�; and

� AGAINST �Proposal 5�Stockholder Proposal Regarding the Company�s Forum Selection By-law�.
If you hold your shares in �street name� through an account with a bank or broker, you will receive voting instructions from your bank or broker.
Banks and brokers have the authority under New York Stock Exchange (�NYSE�) rules to vote shares for which their customers do not provide
voting instructions on routine matters. The proposal to ratify the appointment of our independent registered public accounting firm is considered
a routine matter under NYSE rules. This means that banks and brokers may vote in their discretion on this matter on behalf of clients who have
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instructions at least ten days before the date of the annual meeting. However, some brokers will only vote uninstructed shares in the same
proportion as all other shares are voted with respect to a proposal. Unlike the proposal to ratify the appointment of our independent registered
public accounting firm, the proposals to elect directors, to approve an amendment to our Amended and Restated 2010 Long Term Incentive Plan,
to vote on an advisory basis on executive compensation and to vote on the stockholder proposal are non-routine matters for which brokers do not
have discretionary voting power and for which specific instructions from beneficial owners are required. As a result, brokers are not allowed to
vote on these proposals on behalf of beneficial owners if such owners do not return specific voting instructions.

Quorum

The presence at the annual meeting, in person or represented by proxy, of a majority of the outstanding shares entitled to vote will constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business. If a share is deemed present at the annual meeting for any matter, it will be deemed present for all other
matters. Abstentions and broker non-votes are treated as present for quorum purposes.

Right to Revoke Proxies

If you are a stockholder of record (even if you voted via the Internet, by telephone or by mail), you retain the power to revoke your proxy or
change your vote. You may revoke your proxy or change your vote at any time prior to its exercise by (i) sending a written notice of such
revocation or change to United Rentals, Inc., Five Greenwich Office Park, Greenwich, Connecticut 06831, Attention: Corporate Secretary,
which notice must be received by 5:00 p.m., Eastern time, on Thursday, June 7, 2012, (ii) voting in person at the annual meeting, (iii) submitting
a new proxy via the Internet or by telephone that is received by 11:59 p.m., Eastern time, on Thursday, June 7, 2012, or (iv) executing and
mailing a later-dated proxy card to American Stock Transfer & Trust Company, Operation Center, 6201 15th Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
11219, which proxy card must be received by 5:00 p.m., Eastern time, on Thursday, June 7, 2012.

�Street name� stockholders who wish to revoke a proxy already returned on their behalf must direct the institution holding their shares to do so.

Method and Cost of Solicitation

In addition to solicitation by mail, our directors, officers and employees may solicit proxies by telephone, electronic communication or other
means. We have also retained Innisfree M&A Incorporated, a proxy solicitation firm, to assist us in soliciting proxies, for an estimated fee of
$15,000, plus reimbursement of reasonable out-of-pocket expenses and disbursements. Our directors, officers and employees receive no
additional compensation for solicitation of proxies.

We will bear all costs associated with soliciting proxies for the annual meeting. We will, upon request, and in accordance with applicable
regulations, reimburse banks, brokers, other institutions, nominees and fiduciaries for their reasonable expenses in forwarding solicitation
materials to beneficial owners.

Matters to Be Acted Upon

As discussed in more detail under �Proposal 1�Election of Directors,� each director is required to be elected by a majority of votes cast with respect
to such director, i.e., the number of votes cast �for� must exceed the number of votes cast �against.� Abstentions and shares not represented at the
meeting will have no effect on the election of directors. Brokers are not entitled to vote on director elections and thus broker non-votes are not
treated as votes cast and will have no effect on the election of directors.

The matter described in �Proposal 2�Approval of Amendment to Amended and Restated 2010 Long Term Incentive Plan� is required to be
approved by the affirmative vote of the majority of shares

3
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present in person or represented by proxy at the annual meeting and entitled to vote on the matter and, furthermore, the total votes cast with
regard to Proposal 2 must represent over 50% of all shares of stock entitled to vote on such proposal. Abstentions will have the same effect as a
vote against Proposal 2, whereas shares not represented at the meeting will not be counted for purposes of determining whether such matter has
been approved. Brokers are not entitled to vote on Proposal 2, and thus broker non-votes will have no effect on the outcome of such matter.

The matter described in �Proposal 3�Ratification of Appointment of Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm� is required to be approved by
the affirmative vote of the majority of shares present in person or represented by proxy at the annual meeting and entitled to vote on the matter.
Abstentions will have the same effect as a vote against this proposal, whereas shares not represented at the meeting will not be counted for
purposes of determining whether such matter has been approved. Brokers may vote in their discretion on this proposal on behalf of clients who
have not furnished voting instructions. As a result, broker non-votes will not arise in connection with, and thus will have no effect on, this
proposal.

With respect to �Proposal 4� Advisory Approval of the Company�s Executive Compensation,� the affirmative vote of a majority of shares present in
person or represented by proxy at the annual meeting and entitled to vote on the matter is required for approval of the compensation of our
named executive officers. Voting for Proposal 4 is being conducted on an advisory basis and, therefore, the voting results will not be binding on
the Company, the Board or the Compensation Committee. Abstentions will have the same effect as a vote against this proposal, whereas broker
non-votes and shares not otherwise represented at the meeting will have no effect on the outcome of such matter.

Regarding �Proposal 5� Stockholder Proposal Regarding the Company�s Forum Selection By-law,� the affirmative vote of a majority of shares
present in person or represented by proxy at the annual meeting and entitled to vote on the matter is required for approval. Abstentions will have
the same effect as a vote against Proposal 5, whereas shares not represented at the meeting will not be counted for purposes of determining
whether such matter has been approved. Brokers are not entitled to vote on Proposal 5, and thus broker non-votes will have no effect on the
outcome of such matter.

The Board unanimously recommends that you vote:

� FOR the election of all 13 nominees recommended by the Board;

� FOR the amendment to our Amended and Restated 2010 Long Term Incentive Plan;

� FOR the ratification of the appointment of our independent registered public accounting firm;

� FOR the resolution approving the compensation of our named executive officers on an advisory basis; and

� AGAINST the stockholder proposal regarding the Company�s forum selection by-law.

4
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PROPOSAL 1

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS

General

Our Board is currently comprised of the following 14 members: Jenne K. Britell, José B. Alvarez, Howard L. Clark, Jr., Bobby J. Griffin,
Michael J. Kneeland, Pierre E. Leroy, Singleton B. McAllister, Brian D. McAuley, John S. McKinney, James H. Ozanne, Jason D. Papastavrou,
Filippo Passerini, Donald C. Roof and Keith Wimbush. All directors are elected annually for one-year terms. Mr. Clark has informed us that he
will not stand for re-election at the 2012 annual meeting. The Board expresses its sincere appreciation to Mr. Clark for his exemplary service.

The Board, upon the recommendation of our Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee (the �Nominating Committee�), has nominated
each of the aforementioned directors, other than Mr. Clark, to stand for election or re-election, as the case may be.

Election of 13 Directors

The terms of Drs. Britell and Papastavrou, Ms. McAllister and Messrs. Alvarez, Clark, Griffin, Kneeland, Leroy, McAuley, McKinney, Ozanne,
Passerini, Roof and Wimbush will expire at the 2012 annual meeting. Upon the unanimous recommendation of the Nominating Committee, the
Board has nominated each of Drs. Britell and Papastavrou, Ms. McAllister and Messrs. Alvarez, Griffin, Kneeland, McAuley, McKinney,
Passerini and Wimbush to stand for re-election at the annual meeting.

In addition, upon the unanimous recommendation of the Nominating Committee, the Board has nominated each of Pierre E. Leroy, James H.
Ozanne and Donald C. Roof, each of whom was appointed to the Board on April 30, 2012 in connection with our acquisition of RSC Holdings
Inc. (�RSC�), to stand for election at the annual meeting. The appointment of the RSC directors and their nomination to stand for election at the
annual meeting was effected pursuant to the terms of the merger agreement related to our acquisition of RSC.

Each director elected at the 2012 annual meeting will hold office until our 2013 annual meeting of stockholders and, subject to the resignation
policy described below, until such director�s successor is elected and qualified.

Voting

Our by-laws require a director to be elected by a majority of votes cast with respect to such director in uncontested elections. The number of
votes cast �for� a director must exceed the number of votes cast �against� that director. Abstentions and shares not represented at the meeting have
no effect on the election of directors. Directors will continue to be elected by a plurality of votes cast in contested elections. A �contested election�
takes place at any meeting in respect of which (i) our corporate secretary receives a notice pursuant to our by-laws that a stockholder intends to
nominate a director or directors and (ii) such proposed nomination has not been withdrawn by such stockholder on or prior to the tenth day
preceding the date on which the Company first mails its notice of meeting for such meeting to its stockholders.

If a nominee who is serving as a director is not elected at the annual meeting, under Delaware law, the director would continue to serve on the
Board as a �holdover director� until his successor is elected and qualified. However, under our by-laws, any director who fails to be elected by
majority vote must offer to tender his or her resignation to the Board on the date of the certification of the election results. The Nominating
Committee will then consider the resignation offer and make a recommendation to the Board on whether to accept or reject the resignation, or
whether other action should be taken. The Board will accept such resignation unless it determines that the best interests of the Company and its
stockholders would not be served in doing so. The Board will act on the Nominating Committee�s recommendation within 90 days from the date
of the certification of the

5

Edgar Filing: UNITED RENTALS INC /DE - Form DEF 14A

Table of Contents 14



Table of Contents

election results, unless such action would cause the Company to fail to comply with any requirement of the NYSE or any rule or regulation
under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the �Exchange Act�), in which event the Company will take action as promptly as is
practicable while continuing to meet those requirements. The Board will promptly disclose its decision and the rationale behind it in a Form 8-K
report furnished to the Securities and Exchange Commission (�SEC�). The director who offers to tender his or her resignation will not participate
in the Nominating Committee�s recommendation or in the Board�s decision.

If a nominee who is not already serving as a director is not elected at the annual meeting, under Delaware law, that nominee would not be a
�holdover director� and the process described above would not apply.

All nominees for election at the 2012 annual meeting are currently serving on the Board. Each person nominated has agreed to continue to serve
if elected. If any nominee becomes unavailable for any reason to serve as a director at the time of the annual meeting, then the shares represented
by each proxy may be voted for such other person as may be determined by the holders of such proxy.

The Board unanimously recommends a vote FOR the election of each of Drs. Britell and Papastavrou, Ms. McAllister and Messrs.
Alvarez, Griffin, Kneeland, Leroy, McAuley, McKinney, Ozanne, Passerini, Roof and Wimbush to hold office until the 2013 annual
meeting of stockholders (designated as Proposal 1 on the enclosed proxy card) and until such director�s successor is elected and qualified.

Information Concerning Directors and Executive Officers

The table below identifies, and provides certain information concerning, our current executive officers and directors.

Name Age Position
Michael J. Kneeland 58 President, Chief Executive Officer and Director
William B. Plummer 53 Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
Jonathan M. Gottsegen 45 Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary
Matthew J. Flannery 47 Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer
Dale A. Asplund 43 Senior Vice President�Business Services and Chief Information Officer
John J. Fahey 45 Vice President�Controller
Jenne K. Britell, Ph.D. 69 Chairman and Director
José B. Alvarez 49 Director
Howard L. Clark, Jr.1 68 Director
Bobby J. Griffin 63 Director
Pierre E. Leroy 63 Director
Singleton B. McAllister 60 Director
Brian D. McAuley 71 Director
John S. McKinney 57 Director
James H. Ozanne 68 Director
Jason D. Papastavrou, Ph.D. 49 Director
Filippo Passerini 54 Director
Donald C. Roof 60 Director
Keith Wimbush 59 Director

1 Mr. Clark will not stand for re-election at the 2012 annual meeting.
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Michael J. Kneeland has been our president and chief executive officer and a director of the Company since August 2008, having previously
served as our interim chief executive officer since June 2007. Prior to that time, Mr. Kneeland served as our executive vice president and chief
operating officer since March 2007 and as our executive vice president�operations since September 2003. Mr. Kneeland joined the Company as a
district manager in 1998 upon our acquisition of Equipment Supply Company, and was subsequently named vice president�aerial operations and
then vice president�southeast region. Mr. Kneeland�s more than 33 years of experience in the equipment rental industry includes a number of
senior management positions with Free State Industries, Inc. and Equipment Supply Company. In 2011, Mr. Kneeland was appointed to serve on
the board of directors of YRC Worldwide, Inc., a leading provider of transportation and global logistics services, where he serves as the
Chairman of the Compensation Committee.

William B. Plummer joined the Company as our executive vice president and chief financial officer in December 2008. Before joining the
Company, Mr. Plummer served as chief financial officer of Dow Jones & Company, Inc., a leading provider of global business news and
information services, from September 2006 to December 2007. Prior to Dow Jones & Company, Mr. Plummer was vice president and treasurer
of Alcoa Inc., one of the world�s leading producers of aluminum, since 2000. He also held similar executive positions at Mead Corporation and
GE Capital, the financial services subsidiary of General Electric. Mr. Plummer is also a director of John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Jonathan M. Gottsegen joined the Company as our senior vice president, general counsel and corporate secretary in February 2009. Before
joining the Company, Mr. Gottsegen directed the Corporate and Securities Practice Group at The Home Depot, Inc., the world�s largest home
improvement retailer, from 2004 to 2009, where he led a team responsible for oversight of the company�s key legal matters. Prior to The Home
Depot, Mr. Gottsegen served as securities counsel for Time Warner Inc., a leading media and entertainment company, from 2003 to 2004,
responsible for corporate, securities and corporate governance matters. From 1999 to 2003, Mr. Gottsegen was an associate in the New York
office of Kaye Scholer Fierman Hays & Handler in its corporate and securities transactional practice. From 1996 to 1999, Mr. Gottsegen was a
senior staff attorney with the SEC in its Division of Corporation Finance.

Matthew J. Flannery was appointed as our executive vice president and chief operating officer in April 2012. Mr. Flannery has extensive
experience in all areas of the Company�s operations, having previously served as executive vice president�operations and sales, senior vice
president�operations east and in two regional vice president roles in aerial operations. Mr. Flannery has also served as a district manager, direct
sales manager and branch manager of the Company. He has almost two decades of sales, management and operations experience in the rental
industry. Mr. Flannery joined the Company in 1998 as part of the Company�s acquisition of Connecticut-based McClinch Equipment.

Dale A. Asplund was promoted to our senior vice president�business services and chief information officer in April 2012. Mr. Asplund has been
our senior vice president�business services since April 2011. Joining the Company in 1998, he has held various senior positions that included
responsibility for supply chain, fleet management and shares services. His current position also includes management of the Company�s
information technology systems. Mr. Asplund previously worked for United Waste Systems, Inc. as a divisional manager.

John J. Fahey was appointed our vice president�controller in January 2008 and, in that role, continues to serve the Company as principal
accounting officer, as he has since August 2006. Mr. Fahey joined the Company in September 2005 as vice president�assistant corporate
controller. His prior experience includes senior positions as manager�corporate business development for Xerox Corporation, a leading document
management technology and services company, from June 2003 to September 2005, and vice president and chief financial officer for Xerox
Engineering Systems, Inc., a provider of solutions for technical documents, from January 2000 to June 2003. Mr. Fahey has also served as vice
president�finance and controller for Faulding Pharmaceutical Company, an international health care company. Mr. Fahey is a licensed certified
public accountant who previously served as a general practice manager in accounting and auditing for Deloitte & Touche LLP, one of the four
largest international accounting and consulting firms.
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Jenne K. Britell, Ph.D. became a director of the Company in December 2006 and Chairman of the Board in June 2008. In March 2010, she was
named a Senior Managing Director of Brock Capital Group LLC, an advisory and investment banking firm. Dr. Britell was chairman and chief
executive officer of Structured Ventures, Inc., advisors to U.S. and multinational companies, from 2001 to 2009. From 1996 to 2000, Dr. Britell
was a senior executive of GE Capital. At GE Capital, she most recently served as the executive vice president of Global Consumer Finance and
president of Global Commercial and Mortgage Banking. From January 1998 to July 1999, she was president and chief executive officer of
GE Capital, Central and Eastern Europe, based in Vienna. Before joining GE Capital, she held significant management positions with Dime
Bancorp, Inc., HomePower, Inc., Citicorp and Republic New York Corporation. Earlier, she was the founding chairman and chief executive
officer of the Polish-American Mortgage Bank in Warsaw, Poland. Dr. Britell is also a director of Crown Holdings, Inc., Quest Diagnostics, Inc.,
the U.S.-Russia Investment Fund and the U.S.-Russia Foundation for Entrepreneurship and the Rule of Law. During the past five years,
Dr. Britell has served as a member of the board of directors of West Pharmaceutical Services, Aames Investment Corp. and Lincoln National
Corp. Dr. Britell was named the 2011 Director of the Year by the National Association of Corporate Directors. She was also named one of six
outstanding directors for 2011 by the Outstanding Directors Exchange, a division of the Financial Times. In early 2012, Dr. Britell was elected a
member of the Council on Foreign Relations.

José B. Alvarez became a director of the Company in January 2009. Mr. Alvarez has been on the faculty of the Harvard Business School since
February 2009. Until December 2008, he was the executive vice president�global business development for Royal Ahold NV, one of the world�s
largest grocery retailers. Mr. Alvarez joined Royal Ahold in 2001 and subsequently held several key senior management positions, including
president and chief executive officer of the company�s Stop & Shop and Giant-Landover brands. Previously, he served in executive positions at
Shaw�s Supermarket, Inc. and American Stores Company. Mr. Alvarez also serves as a director of The TJX Companies, Inc. and Church &
Dwight Co., Inc.

Bobby J. Griffin became a director of the Company in January 2009. From March 2005 to March 2007, he served as president�international
operations for Ryder System, Inc., a global provider of transportation, logistics and supply chain management solutions. Beginning in 1986,
Mr. Griffin served in various other management positions with Ryder, including as executive vice president�international operations from 2003 to
March 2005 and executive vice president�global supply chain operations from 2001 to 2003. Prior to Ryder, Mr. Griffin was an executive at ATE
Management and Service Company, Inc., which was acquired by Ryder in 1986. He also serves as a director of Hanesbrands Inc. and served as a
director of Horizon Lines, Inc. from May 2010 until April 2012.

Pierre E. Leroy became a director of the Company on April 30, 2012, in connection with our acquisition of RSC. Mr. Leroy served as a Director
of RSC Holdings Inc. and RSC Equipment Rental from 2008 to April 2012. Since March 2012, Mr. Leroy has been the Executive Chairman of
Vigilant Video. Vigilant Video is a leading provider of public and private safety solutions utilizing advanced video and content analysis and
location database services. Mr. Leroy retired in 2005 from Deere & Company, as President of both the Worldwide Construction & Forestry
Division and the Global Parts Division. Deere & Company is a world leader in providing advanced products and services for agriculture,
forestry, construction, lawn and turf care, landscaping and irrigation, and also provides financial services worldwide and manufactures and
markets engines used in heavy equipment. During his professional career with Deere, he served in a number of positions in Finance, including
Treasurer, Vice-President and Treasurer, and Senior Vice-President and Chief Financial Officer. Mr. Leroy has been a director of Capital One
Financial Corporation since September 1, 2005, and is also a director of Capital One, National Association. He joined Capital One�s Audit and
Risk, Compensation, and Governance and Nominating committees in September 2005, July 2006, and April 2006, respectively. Mr. Leroy was a
director of Fortune Brands, Inc. from September 2003 until March 2012, where he served on the Audit and Compensation and Stock Option
committees. Mr. Leroy also served on the board of ACCO Brands from August 2005 to April 2009, and Nuveen Investments, Inc. from March
2006 to April 2007.
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Singleton B. McAllister became a director of the Company in April 2004. Ms. McAllister is a partner of the law firm Blank Rome LLP. Before
joining Blank Rome in June 2010, Ms. McAllister had been a partner in the law firms of LeClairRyan since October 2007, Mintz, Levin, Cohn,
Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C. since July 2005, Sonnenschein, Nath & Rosenthal LLP since 2003 and Patton Boggs LLP since 2001. Prior to
entering private practice, Ms. McAllister served for five years as the general counsel for the United States Agency for International
Development. Ms. McAllister is also a director of Alliant Energy Corporation, Interstate Power and Light Company and Wisconsin Power and
Light Company.

Brian D. McAuley became a director of the Company in April 2004. Mr. McAuley has served as chairman of Pacific DataVision, Inc. (�PDV�)
since August 2004. PDV is a privately held telecommunications software applications and hosting company. He has also been a partner at NH II,
LLC, a consulting firm that specializes in telecommunications businesses, since 2003. Mr. McAuley is a co-founder of Nextel Communications,
Inc. and held senior executive positions at Nextel from the company�s inception in 1987 until 1996, including seven years as president and chief
executive officer. Upon leaving Nextel, he joined Imagine Tile, Inc., a custom tile manufacturer, where he served as chairman and chief
executive officer from 1996 to 1999 and continues to serve as chairman. He also served as president and chief executive officer of NeoWorld
Communications, Inc., a wireless telecommunications company, from 1999 until the sale of that company to Nextel in 2003. Mr. McAuley is a
certified public accountant and, prior to co-founding Nextel, his positions included chief financial officer of Millicom Incorporated, corporate
controller at Norton Simon Inc. and manager at Deloitte & Touche LLP.

John S. McKinney became a director of the Company in September 1998 following the merger of the Company with U.S. Rentals, Inc. He also
served as a vice president of the Company until the end of 2000. Mr. McKinney served as chief financial officer of U.S. Rentals from 1990 until
the merger and as controller of U.S. Rentals Inc. from 1988 until 1990, and as a staff auditor and audit manager at the accounting firm of Arthur
Andersen & Co. Mr. McKinney was assistant dean of the Ira A. Fulton College of Engineering and Technology at Brigham Young University
from November 2006 to January 2008.

James H. Ozanne became a director of the Company on April 30, 2012, in connection with our acquisition of RSC. Mr. Ozanne served as a
Director of RSC Holdings Inc. and RSC Equipment Rental from May 2007 until April 2012 and was the Lead Independent Director of the RSC
Board. Mr. Ozanne has served in executive positions in the Financial Services industry since 1972. During this time he has held the positions of
Chief Financial Officer, President, Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of several leasing, rental, and consumer finance businesses ranging
from full service railcar leasing to general equipment finance and grocery pallet rental. He also served as Executive Vice President of GE Capital
responsible for the Consumer Finance and Operating Lease/Asset Management business units. Mr. Ozanne was a Director of Financial Security
Assurance Holdings Ltd. and Distributed Energy Systems Corp. He was Vice Chairman and Director of Fairbanks Capital Corp. from 2001
through 2005. He was also Chairman of Source One Mortgage Corporation from 1997 to 1999. Previously, he was President and Chief
Executive Officer of Nation Financial Holdings and its predecessor, US WEST Capital.

Jason D. Papastavrou, Ph.D. became a director of the Company in June 2005. Dr. Papastavrou has served as chief executive officer and chief
investment officer of ARIS Capital Management, an investment management firm, since founding the company in January 2004. He previously
held senior positions at Banc of America Capital Management, also an investment management firm, where he served as managing director�fund
of hedge funds strategies from 2001 to 2003, and at Deutsche Asset Management, where he served as director�alternative investments group from
1999 to 2001. Dr. Papastavrou, who holds a Ph.D. in electrical engineering and computer science from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, taught at Purdue University�s School of Industrial Engineering from 1990 to 1999 and is the author of numerous academic
publications. He is also a director of XPO Logistics, Inc. (formerly Express-1 Expedited Solutions Inc.), an international expedited freight
shipping provider.
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Filippo Passerini became a director of the Company in January 2009. He is currently Group President of The Procter & Gamble Company�s
Global Business Services organization and Chief Information Officer, positions he has held since February 2008 and July 2004, respectively.
Mr. Passerini joined Procter & Gamble, a leading multinational manufacturer of consumer goods, in 1981 and has held executive positions in the
United Kingdom, Greece, Italy, the United States, Latin America and Turkey. He is a native of Rome, Italy, with a degree in Operations
Research from the University of Rome.

Donald C. Roof became a director of the Company on April 30, 2012, in connection with our acquisition of RSC. Mr. Roof served as a Director
of RSC Holdings Inc. and RSC Equipment Rental from August 2007 to April 2012. Mr. Roof most recently served as Executive Vice President
and Chief Financial Officer of Joy Global Inc., a worldwide manufacturer of mining equipment, from 2001 to 2007. Prior to joining Joy,
Mr. Roof served as President and Chief Executive Officer of American Tire Distributors/Heafner Tire Group, Inc. from 1999 to 2001 and as
Chief Financial Officer from 1997 to 1999. Mr. Roof has previously served on the board of directors and audit committee of two additional
NYSE companies, Accuride Corporation from March 2005 through January 2010, and Fansteel, Inc. from September 2000 through March 2003.
Mr. Roof had significant experience during his career in capital raising, mergers and acquisitions, and operating in highly-leveraged situations.

Keith Wimbush became a director of the Company in April 2006. Mr. Wimbush is currently executive vice president and North American head
of legal in the Stamford, Connecticut office of DHR International, an executive search firm. From November 2010 to April 2011, he was a
managing director of Executive Search Services International, LLC, an executive search firm. From January 2003 until August 2005,
Mr. Wimbush was with Korn/Ferry International, another executive search firm, where he served as a senior client partner in the firm�s Stamford,
Connecticut office, and was also co-practice leader of the firm�s legal specialist group. From April 1997 until January 2003, Mr. Wimbush served
as senior vice president and general counsel of Diageo North America, Inc. and predecessor companies. Mr. Wimbush, who holds a J.D. from
Harvard Law School, served as an adjunct professor of law at Thomas Cooley Law School during 2007 and 2008.

See �Corporate Governance Matters�Board Consideration of Director Qualifications� for additional information regarding the specific experience,
qualifications, attributes and skills of the directors named herein that led the Board to conclude that each such director should serve as a director
of the Company.

10

Edgar Filing: UNITED RENTALS INC /DE - Form DEF 14A

Table of Contents 19



Table of Contents

BOARD MATTERS

General

Our Board is currently comprised of the following 14 members: Jenne K. Britell, José B. Alvarez, Howard L. Clark, Jr., Bobby J. Griffin,
Michael J. Kneeland, Pierre E. Leroy, Singleton B. McAllister, Brian D. McAuley, John S. McKinney, James H. Ozanne, Jason D. Papastavrou,
Filippo Passerini, Donald C. Roof and Keith Wimbush. All directors are elected annually for one-year terms. Mr. Clark has informed us that he
will not stand for re-election at the 2012 annual meeting. The Board expresses its sincere appreciation to Mr. Clark for his exemplary service.

The Board, upon the recommendation of the Nominating Committee, has nominated each of the aforementioned directors, other than Mr. Clark,
to stand for election or re-election, as the case may be, at the annual meeting.

Meetings of the Board and its Committees

During 2011, the Board met eight times. During 2011, each then-current member of the Board attended at least 90.9% of the aggregate of (i) the
total number of Board meetings held during the period for which he or she was a director and (ii) the total number of meetings of each
committee of the Board on which the director served during the period for which he or she was on the committee.

Committees of the Board

The following table summarizes the current composition of the five current standing committees of the Board: the Audit Committee, the
Compensation Committee, the Nominating Committee, the Risk Management Committee and the Strategy Committee. Our Chairman,
Dr. Britell, is not a member of any of the Board�s standing committees. However, she regularly attends meetings of the Board�s committees, as all
directors are invited.

Audit

Committee

Compensation

Committee

Nominating

Committee

Risk
Management
Committee

Strategy
Committee

José B. Alvarez X X
Bobby J. Griffin X X Chairman
Michael J. Kneeland X
Pierre E. Leroy X X
Singleton B. McAllister Chairman X
Brian D. McAuley Chairman X X
John S. McKinney Chairman X
James H. Ozanne X X
Jason D. Papastavrou X
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